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Highlights of The Post-War Years—Suburban Diffusion (1940’s-1970's)

+ Postwar growth of Los Angeles had great effect upon Italian American community; postwar immigration of
Italians from all over Italy (primarily the South), from the Atlantic States (notably N.Y., Mass, Pennsylvania),
from other Western States, and South America

« By 1950’s the population around the area of El Pueblo and Little Italy near North Broadway to Lincoln
Heights spread further eastward to suburban communities such as Alhambra, Monterey Park, Glendale, San
Marino, and northward to Los Feliz-Vermont and Encino, Santa Barbara and San Diego; continued diffusion,
assimilation, prosperity

+ Naples immigrant Simon Rodia finished working on his Watts Towers in 1954—Rodia began work on the
towers in 1921 and built them on his own using found materials

* Leo Politi (1910-1996), Italian American artist and author, produced great work about his beloved Olvera
Street and Bunker Hill

 Heyday of Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin (Rat Pack), Louie Prima amongst others working, playing and
swinging in Hollywood and Las Vegas

+ By 1960 Italian American population in LA included Italian war brides, many first and second generation
|talian Americans from Eastern US

+ 1960’s continued prosperity; 1970’s ethnic revival

For more historical background see: Gloria R. Lothrop, "Italians of Los Angeles: An Historical Overview,"
- SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA QUARTERLY (Fall 2003). Available in reprint from the Historic Italian Hall Foundation.

For additional information go to the Cultural Outreach Genealogy Booth or visit www.FeastOfLA.org
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